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DIVINE Right in Government Acknowledg’d ly All. Even by the Whiggs. 


Their Plea of Vox Populi, Vox Dei, Examin’d to the Bottoms. 
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That all the Schemes of Po- 

[ 2 pular Government are NNon- 

fenfe and ‘Contradiition in themfelves $ And 

the Deftruftion and Ruin of Mankind, with- 

out End. ors Remedy, in the Efe. But there 

is fomething ftill I am not foclear in. That 

is what you call Fure Divino, by which you 

fay, Kings hold their Crowns. Can they hold 
by nolefs a Tenure than a Divine Right. 

Rebearfal. There is but Divine Mid Hu- 
man Right. And if itbe not the One, it mult 
be the Orher. 

Country-m. Is there no Human Right can 
Found Government ? 

Rebearf. Whatever Founds Godbrnment 
muft be Sxperior to it, and Above it. Go- 
vernment mutt Derive its Original and whole 
Anthority from it, and muft be Accountable to 
it, and Diffolvable by it, at its Plea/ure when- 
ever it thinks fic. 

Now Human cannot be Superior to Hu- 
man. Therefore Government among Men 
Cannot be Deriv’d from meer Human Au- 
thority. : 

This is fo very Obvious, That all Go- 
vernments whatever, of .whatever fort, and 
among all Nations and Religions do Pretend to 
a Divine Right. 

Country-m. What! Our Whiggs and Com- 
monwealth- Men! Do they Pretend to a Di- 
vine Right, when they Found all Government 
in the People ? ae 

Rehearf. Yes. They do. Their Maxim is 
Vox Populi, Vox Dei. That the Voice of the 
People, is the Voice of GOD. So that whom- 
foever the People fet wp, is fet up by 
GOD, is GOD’s Anointed, Vice-Gerent , 


Country-m. [I Am fully Convinc’d, Majfter, 


C. ! 
I told thee before Num. 37. of the Hea- 
then Notion of Government, That they Piead- 
ed a Divine Right. But not knowing the 
Haly Scriptures, they Grop’d in the Dark 
after it. They Fabl’d their Kings to have 
been Begotten by fome God or other, and 
fo to be Heroes, of a Race Superior to other 
Men, And they Deify'a their Kings, They 
ave out, That their Laws were Reveal’d 
om Heaven, by this Or that God, to their 
Legiftators*, of which feveral Jnftances are 


there given; in feveral Nations. This was 
their way of Coming at a DIVINE Right 
and Authority in their Governours, 

So that here, on all hands, it is Con 
fefs'd, That no Government can ftand with- 
out a DIVINE Original, Right and As- 
thority. For what Elfe can give one Man 
Power over Another, over his Life, Lis 
berty, and Property? What elfe but a Di» 
vine Authority can give this ? When as 
Mr, Lock Confeffes, No man has Power 
over his own Life, and Confequently can- 
not Grant that Power to Another. ‘Nor 
can give to any Other an Abfolute Pow- 
er over his Liberty or Property; to Main- 
tain which, being the End, as he fays, of 
Mens entring into Society; Confequently, 
as he Infers,,no Man can give Power 
to Another to Jnfringe thefe. Which he 
thinks wou’d put him, and, by the fame 
Reafon, all AZankind, into a worfe Con- 
dition than if they were all in the fup- 
pos’d Judependant State of Nature. All 
which I have fully fhew’d from him, 
Num. 38, Befides that it was utterly Im 
poffible for any Government to have been 
fet up by the Free Vote of every Individu- 
al, which is his Foundation and of all our Re- 
publican Schemes. 

So that if I fhou’d Allow their A/axim 
of Vox Populi, Vox Dei, if by the Poice of 
the People, is meant the Voice of Ax 
the People in any Nation, of Every In- 
dividual, Fairly and Truly Colleéted, with- 
out Fear, Force, or any other Collufion ; 
I need not be Afraid of the Divine 
Right of any fuch 4& of the People ; fince 
they. neves did any .4% whatever, from 
the Beginning of the World, much lefs 
fo Material an Abt as the Contriving and 
Erefting of Governmem, by any fuch Free 
and Unanimous Confent. 

And if in any Nation, efpecially in Eng 
land, they fhou’d All fo Agree, to a Man, I 
wou'd allow it to be the Voice of GOD in- 


Effe& it. And it wou’d-be the firft Jnfance 
of it fince Adam. 





Country-m. You have the WHIGGS Faf,, 
for ever Faf, Ty’d Hand and Foor, upon that 
’ foolith 





deed! Since nothing but a Miracle cou’d ~ 
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foolifh Notiox of the Confent of every Indi- 
vidual, which never was .Ask’d, or ever cou’d 
be Given. And yet, at the fame time, they 
cannot go off trom fuch.a Suppofition, how- 


ever Sen/fele/s, w Found their Beloved Power fire ins c ho? in 


of the People And that*fio Mans Life, Liber 
ty, Or Property, can be taken from him, but by. 
his own Confent, FORSOOTH! This is made 
Evident to the Underftanding of a Foor-Aan 
or Porter. So that I fuppofe it will never 
be fet up any more, by any Man that values 
his Reputation, or wou'd be thought to know 
Common Senfe. Letit be Echo’d and Cuckoo’d 
by Tutchin and De Foe, till it become a Shame 
even to Them! And let the Nation be Refcu"d 
from this Witch-Craft of Belial; which has 
fet usat Cutting of Throats, for Liberty and 
Property ! 

But now, Wafer, I wou'd goa little fur- 
ther with thee. It has been objected to me, 
That in Hiffories, and even in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, it is often faid, the People did fo and fo, 
fet up fuch a onc to be King, and the Like. 
What fhall I fay to this ? Will you allow the 
Voice ot the People here, to be the Voice of 
God? 

Rehearf. By that Phrafe of the People, or 
All the Peoole, isnot meant every Individual ; 
But the Greater Part, as when a thing be- 
comes very General among the People. Thus, 
Num. xvi. 41- It is faid, That Al’ the Con- 






16. REBELLD againft the Hox 
DAVID, as it is faid, Ver. 19. And 


Reforted to him (ther awful tary Ringy 
out of all their Coafts. For the Levites left 
their Sububs. and their Ioffeffions, end 

to Judah aud Jerufalem. And not oa 
thefe Priefs and Levites, butyas ipcs 
Ver. 16. And after chem, ‘out of all the 
Tribes of Mrael_fuch es fet their Hearts to Leck 
the Lord God of Mfrael, came to Jerufalem— 
So they ftrengthened the Kingdom: of’ Judah. 


came a Diftin& Kingdom. And their King} 
were Elittive by the People. (The Rale of 
Hereditary Succeffion' continuing. in. Tidak) 
And whether the Voice af the People, in 
this Cafe, was the Voice of Géd, is Deter. 
min’d by the Moxth of God..Riumtelf,,, Hof, 
Vili. 4. They have fee up Kang, bue'\ wor by 
Me, rity have made Princes, and I kmmy, 
not. f } 

But to Conclude this Point; was the Kaine 
of the People the Voice of God, when they 
prefer Barabbas to our Bliffed; Saviourg 
and cr Crucifie him, Crucifie him? And it 
is faid, Luke xxiii. 23. Ad the» Voices. of 


gregation of the Children of Veael, murmured | them Prevailed, that is, with Pilate to. Cons 


againft Mofes, @c. Whereas it is Plain, that | dema our LOXD. Was the Voice of the 
many were on A©o/es’s fide. And it is faid, | People then the Voice of God? . 


2 Sam. xvi. 15, 18. That Ad the Aden of 
Mfrael came to Jerufalem, and Chofe Abfalom. 


Go @hrough all Aifories and Inflances, you 


will find -it oftner the Poice of the Deal. 


Whereas many were with David, and fied | Efpecially in Matters of Goverzment. . For 
with him, andat laft overcame the reft. And | Ged Ordain’d the People to be + Governed, 
of thofe that remain’d with Ab/alom, there} And when they U/urp the Office of being 
were Friends of David, who Confented not to | Governoars, they Invert the Inftitusion be 
the Deedof the Ref. vis faid, Jai, xxxvii. | God; And are Adtual Rebels againt Aim 
16. That the Angel {mote in the Camp of the Affi- | And Jnli? themfelves under the Barner of 
tians 185000. dud when they Arofe carly in the | Belial. Whole Service (inftead of God's) 
Morning, behold, they were all Dead Men. they take to be Perfeét FREEDOM. | 


Where by the word 4 can only be meant 


The Holy Scriptures give us the Hiftory of 


a Great Many, and that there was a very | two Kingdoms, that of Judah which was Hee 
General Slanghter ; for the reft of the Army | redicary to the Heufe of David, and that of 


Return’d,. c 


he Ten Tribes, which was by the /vice of the 


Then for the Voice of the People, thus | People. In the firft the Right of Succeflionbe- 
Underftood, that is, of the Generality of | ing preferv’d, the People were in quiet, and 


the People, being the Voice of God, Wejt 
find, That Belial had put that Notion into 


he Kingdom profper’d, untill the Babyloni(h 


Captivity. But in the other, where little. re- 


the Heads of his Sons, whom he ftirred up, | gard was had to Sacceffion, what elfe is to be 


to Vindicate their Liberty againft David, 


met with but Seditions, Murders and Deftre- 


the Belt King ever they had; And to fee | ction? Baafhz Confpir'd againft his Matter, 


up his Son, a Vain young Man, in his|a 


nd being made King by the People, deftroy’d 


ftead. As Hufhai {peaks, in the Language, | all the Pofterity of Feroboam, the People’s 


We mutt . fappofe, that then Prevail’d a- 
mong thefe Rebels, 2 Sam. xvi. 81. Nay, | h 


King. Thus Zimri ferv’d Elam and was killed 


imfelf feven days after. Omri again cho- 


bus whom the Lord, and this People, and all | fenby all the People, and than Tibm, and the 
the Men of \frael Cheofe, bis Will I be, and | People were divided. K. Zacherias was de- 
with him will I abide. This is the firlt In- | ftroy’d by Shallum, Shallum by Menahem, &c. 
fiance we have of Vox Populi, Vox Dei. | And asthefe Kings mounted the Throne. by 
That whom the PEOPLE Chofe, we muft | Blood of their Predeceflors, and were not re- 


conclude, that GOD did Choofe. 


mov'd without Blood, fo the People that chofe 





After this, Ten Parts of Twelve of the | them were continually Butchering and De- 
People, who are call’d All I/rael, 1 Kin. xii. ftroying one another. 
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From this time forth, the Tex Tribes bes 



























